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With summer on the horizon, I wanted to extend my many thanks 

to our viewers, valued clients, and new subscribers. The response 

to this year’s webinar program, as well as our newsletter and new 
magazine has been overwhelming. Thank you to everyone for the 

kind comments and support. Municipal government is truly a 

special community. 

Thoughts from the President

Tim Duhamel 

It’s great to see the Town Stony Plain not only 
make the Maclean’s list for a liveable community 
but rank so highly!  

Mayor William Choy wrote: “Last year was the 
first time we ever made the Maclean’s lists. This 
year we improved on those rankings. We’re #2 
in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, #7 in AB 
and #61 in Canada!” 

As municipal elected officials and administrators, 
we strive to ensure the well-being, success, and 
sustainability of our communities. This work 
contributes to the bottom line – quality of life 
within our communities.  

Municipalities are rated annually on how liveable 
they are as a community by Maclean’s magazine.  
Demystifying what a “liveable community” means 
is understanding the wide rating criteria such as 
governance, social opportunities, and local amenities.

Congratulations to the Town of Stony Plain for your 
amazing achievement!  And thank you for allowing 
me to facilitate your recent strategic planning 
session, it was a privilege.

CONGRATULATIONS TOWN OF STONY PLAIN ON 
YOUR MACLEAN’S LIVEABLE COMMUNITY RANKING!

(Slide From Bloom Webinar – Leadership and Management)
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MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: COUNCIL ORIENTATION

With Alberta’s municipal elections on the horizon, it 
is important to be aware that Council Orientations 
are mandated under the Municipal Government 
Act. Council Orientations are a positive opportunity. 
Having a well-designed orientation is the first step 
to success for elected officials individually and as a 
council. 

Your orientation should introduce councillors to 
topics such as: 
•  Municipal organizations and functions

•  Councillor roles, responsibilities, and relationships 
to other staff and colleagues

•  Fundamentals of governance, council meetings, 
budgeting, and administration

•  Public participation

•  Diversity and inclusion requirements 
If you have any questions related to Council Orientations 
or wish to book an orientation with Bloom contact us!

(Slide from Bloom Council Orientation)

LEADERSHIP ESSENTIALS:  
Take Time to Plan for Health and Wellness!
(Slide From Bloom Webinar – Developing a Health and Wellness Program)

The municipal world is a busy place. All too 
often, employers, leaders, and individuals 
spend their days just trying to get the job 
done. They often do not take the time to 
consider thoughtfully their own, or their 
employees’ and coworkers’ health and 
wellness. 

This creates significant organizational risk because 
staff are the lifeblood of any organization. For 
municipalities to be successful, staff must feel 
energized, supported, and fulfilled.

Leaders must prioritize time to consider the health 
and wellness of the foundation of municipal 
service – their staff!
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In today’s fast paced and complex world, 
public engagement is more challenging 
than ever before. Social media, 
generational differences, apathy, and 
information overload are examples of 
the many challenges municipalities must 
overcome to engage the public effectively.

Public engagement is an essential exercise 
that bridges citizen wants and needs with 
elected official advocacy and subsequent 
municipal action. Public engagement 
supports the community vision, long-
term planning, and decision making. 
Understanding effective engagement tools 
is essential to municipal success.

I recently have been on the hunt for a mountain 
bike. After deciding I wanted to improve my health, 
drop a bit of winter weight, and enjoy warming 
weather, I stopped by my local bike store. To my 
amazement, they were completely out of stock! An 
employee told me they have never seen a spring like 
this before with so many people wanting to jump on 
bikes to enjoy the great outdoors.  

It dawned on me that the municipal services of 
trails, greenspace, playgrounds, and other outdoor 
amenities are more important than ever before. 
Citizens’ mental health, physical fitness, and well-
being has been severely challenged by the social 
isolation, lack of physical movement, and too much 
time indoors. With spring arriving and summer 
on the horizon people of all ages will be taking 
advantage of the diverse open space amenities 
within their communities.  

It is a good time to celebrate the immense value that 
municipalities provide through these open spaces! 

Register for Bloom Buds newsletter 
and Bloom Branches e-magazine here

https://bloomcme.com/newsletters/

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ESSENTIALS:  
HAVING THE RIGHT TOOLS 

THE COVID CURE: Municipal Greenspace 

(Slide from Bloom Webinar – Public Engagement Essentials)
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